Government Documents Exhibits:

Planning and Developing Your Own

June 17,2020

UNIVERSITY OF

BenChiewphasa MONTANA

MAUREEN AND MIKE
MANSFIELD LIBRARY


mailto:Ben.chiewphasa@umontana.edu

Government Information Librarian
University of Montana

Interests:
A Datalnformation Literacy
A Research Data Support Services in Social Sciences Librarianship

A Community Engagement in Academic Libraries



What are government
documents-exhibits?

Endangered Data Week 2019, University of Montana ~ Montana State UniversiB i | | i" Arige@sarpithe FDLP

a
Simply putaway to
promote government

Information!
\ 4




Why Bother with Exhibits?

Highlight gems in your collection
B Builds advocacy for belonging in FDLP

A direct way to i1 nform pub
Depository
Demystifies governmenhformation/documents

Builds partnerships

The goal of an exhibit o0is
Visitordos Iinterests, attit
Visitoros discovery of som
content on displayébd

For Academic Libraries: furthers the university's education
mission.

1. Barry Lord and Mari®iacenteManual of Museum Exhibitions (Lanham, MD: Rowmaitti&field, 2014), 12.



Steps lnvolved

- Brainstorming (weeknonth-years?)
BWhat 60s trendi ng?
BBuild upon feedback

BConsult past exhibit examples and be
cognizant of relevant and recurring
events/holidays

. Curating

. Designing
mplementation
. De-Installation




Brainstorming'Process
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.- Develop the narrative



Brainstorming

1. Comment boxes

WE WANT
YOUR Y
FEEDBACK NI 3. Resources for Inspiration
) #1:
v szl B4 #2:
DID NATIVE VOICES LEAVE #3: Government Documents Display Clearinghouse

YOU WONDERING ANYTHING?

Some questions to ponder *
B What meanings do we wish to communicate?
B To whom do we intend to communicate these meanings?
B What are the most appropriate means of communication these meaning:

1. Barry Lord and Mari®iacenteManual of Museum Exhibitions (Lanham, MD: Rowmkitti&field, 2014), 15.


https://www.fdlp.gov/promotion
https://libguides.fdlp.gov/coordinator-calendar
https://cornerstone.lib.mnsu.edu/lib-services-govdoc-displays/

Amplify ‘Hidden\oices O 2

-What 1 s Iin the oO0spo
. How Is the story told?

. Do we have our implicit biases checked?

. The words used are important for
everyoneos under st a!
presented; the words chosen will impact
how people understand the exhibit.

BQuestion why we feel uncomfortable with
addressing certain issues.
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A | ot of this I s depen
policies (especially with regards to space).

Space requirements?

Are you using existing display cases? Considerin
buying display cases? Plastic book stands?

Doesndot have to be a f
using book carts, tables, etc.

Reminder: Seek advice from colleagues who hav
experience developing/planning exhibits in your
workplace!



Protecting Documents

. Be mindful of light

BLight can be harmful for objects on disglalry to
keep at minimum.

. Documents with binding

Blf shown open, Hadvised to lay out flah 180 angle;
consider using book cradles, clear book strips, easel

. ProtectingPaper and Book Collections During
Exhibition (NEDCC)!


https://www.nedcc.org/free-resources/preservation-leaflets/2.-the-environment/2.5-protecting-paper-and-book-collections-during-exhibition

Curating Content/Resources

. Search cataldg use ssge—=
your librarian hat!

. Browse stacks

BlLarge portions of SN | e T
collection may not be
cataloged and A\ A |
embedded in your
OPAC




Curating Content/Resources

. Be mindful oSuDocstems and numbers

BT h e GenerabPublicatimasegory class

These are generally orteme publications that do
not belong in specific series/categories. For some

agencies, 0.20 miscell a
treasure troves.
Examples:

{1 C 9.2: = Bureau of Lighthousé&eneral Publications
A 1.2 = Department of Agriculturé&seneral Publications



Curating Content/Resources

. Get organized! Use spreadsheets/tools to
help keep track of projects

BSome useful fields to consider:
SuDoc#
ltem description
Agency name

BTools

Excel
Google Sheets:
Airtable


https://www.google.com/sheets
https://airtable.com/

Design

. Components:
BPlacement of government documents
BPlacement of accompanying items
Blmages
BGraphic design

- Partherwithcowor ker s 1 f yc
BBe sure to provide them with text, dimensions,
and any accompanying images/graphics
Bls there anyone on your team who does social
media postings? Graphic design?



The Display




Remecmber é
government-documents
can-supplement-and
complement!

(’D-oe svnyOtveal ways have to
be the centerpieck



